
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Tennessee

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #1 - Pasture Standard (minimum of 4 paddocks)

Scenario Description:
Design and implementation of a grazing system that will enhance pasture condition and ecosystem function as well as optimize efficiency 
and economic return through monitoring (ex:photo points, stubble height after grazing, etc) & record keeping. 

Before Situation:
Current grazing system exhibits undesirable and inefficient use of forage plants and such use may have a negative impact on pasture 
condition, as well as soil and water resources.  Stocking rates are likely higher than the current level of production and efficiency of use can 
support without management changes.  There is currently no monitoring plan in place to evaluate change on the landscape.

After Situation:
Prescribed grazing system is designed to protect the health and vigor of the plant communities that are in place.  Livestock are managed in 
a way that enhances pasture condition and function through protection of sensitive areas,  and efficient harvest of forage resources.  
Grazing system success will be evaluated through short term monitoring.

Scenario Feature Measure: Acreage of paddocks

Scenario Typical Size: 60

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$944.78 Scenario Cost/Unit: $15.75

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.91 15 $463.65

Labor

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $37.01 13 $481.13
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Tennessee

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #2 - Pasture Intensive (5 or more paddocks)

Scenario Description:
Design and implementation of a grazing system that will enhance pasture condition and ecosystem function as well as optimize efficiency 
and economic return through monitoring (ex: trend, composition, production, etc), record keeping, and routine fecal sample testing.  
Additional monitoring requires completinon of training to adopt the new technology and a greater amount of labor that standrad 
prescribed grazing.

Before Situation:
Current grazing system exhibits undesirable and inefficient use of forage plants and such use may have a negative impact on pasture 
condition, as well as soil and water resources.  Stocking rates are likely higher than the current level of production and efficiency of use can 
support without management changes.  There is currently no monitoring plan in place to evaluate change on the landscape.

After Situation:
Prescribed grazing system is designed to protect the health and vigor of the plant communities that are in place.  Livestock are managed in 
a way that enhances pasture condition and function through protection of sensitive areas,  and efficient harvest of forage resources.  
Grazing system success will be evaluated through short term monitoring.  Livestock performance is increased and inputs are lowered 
through improved forage nutrition and cycling of nutrients within the pasture. 

Scenario Feature Measure: Acreage of paddocks

Scenario Typical Size: 60

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$1,580.46 Scenario Cost/Unit: $26.34

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.91 20 $618.20

Labor

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $37.01 26 $962.26
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